
THE  9  MARK

QUEST ION
TECHNIQUE

Write a short introduction. This should

include a short piece of background

knowledge that relates to the question,

show the factors that you will be discussing

or comment on the importance or the

success of what is being asked.Include a

judgement which gives your view on the

question.

A great deal of harm was done to African

societies as a result of the slave trade. It

could be argued that tribal wars had the

most significant impact however there were

other factors that caused harm such as

depopulation and a loss of African heritage.

Write a paragraph about the factor mentioned in

the question. If the question is asking about the

success of something, write about success in

this paragraph. If the question is asking about

how important something was, write about its

importance in this paragraph.Try to provide

examples. You can write 2 or 3 points.

Remember to comment on the pieces of

information you include by writing “This meant

that…”or "This led to"

It would be fair to suggest that Olaudah Equiano played a significant role in

abolishing the trade trade. His autobiography relayed details about the

horrors of the slave trade. Equiano was the first to tell Granville Sharp about

the Zong massacre and this was important as this first-hand knowledge

helped to publicise the brutality of some slave ship captains. This was

important because Equiano was able to offer recollections of his

experiences, particularly on the Middle Passage, which many people

found to be inhumane and this helped to change their minds about the

slave trade. In addition, Equiano was active in the  abolitionist group, Sons

of Africa, and was among the leaders of the anti-slave trade movement in

the 1780s. His commitment to the abolition of the slave trade meant that 

 the movement could grow and attempt to influence Parliament.

Write a paragraph about other factors NOT mentioned in

the question. If the question is asking about the success of

something, write about how unsuccessful it was

compared to other factors in this paragraph. If the question

is asking about how important something was, write about

its lack of importance compared to other factors in this

paragraph.Try to provide examples. You can write 2 or 3

points. Remember to comment on the pieces of

information you include by writing “This meant that…” "This

was important/not as important as ... because" "This was

successful/unsuccessful  because"

However, there were other strategies used by abolitionists

to publicise their cause. For example, petitions were also

important. Between 1787 and 1788 over 100 petitions

were presented to Parliament . This was important because

it showed that public opinion was turning against the slave

trade.  In addition, women played an important role in the

abolitionist campaign. They  played a crucial role in the

sugar boycott which was important because it damaged

economically the profits of slavers which made them look

elsewhere to grow sugar cane without the need for slaves

in countries like India.



For the first part of conclusion you need to make a

judgement and provide an answer to the question. This

should match the factor that you said was most important

in the introduction.  You then need to pick a factor that you

believe to be the most important. If the question is asking

you about how important something was, you need to

make a judgement about its importance. If the question is

asking you about how successful something was, you

need to make a judgement on whether it was or was not

successful.

In conclusion, it would be fair to judge that

the most important reason to explain why

the abolitionist campaign was successful

was due to the work and influence of William

Wilberforce.

For the second part of conclusion you need to back

up your judgement with a reason.

This is because he was the only abolitionist

with real political power and influence. As an

MP, Wilberforce was able to speak in

Parliament and therefore had the ability to

present Bills and make speeches to try to

persuade other MPs to vote in favour of the

abolition of the slave trade.

MARK ALLOCATION

Up to 5 marks can be awarded for relevant, factual, key points of knowledge used to support factors,

with 1 mark awarded for each point (but one mark should be deducted if the correct process is not

clear in at least two factors).

If only one factor is presented, a maximum of 3 marks should be awarded for relevant points of

knowledge.

A further 4 marks can be awarded for providing the answer in a structured way and coming to a

reasoned conclusion.

Up to 4 marks should be awarded for presenting the answer in a structured way, leading to a

conclusion which addresses the question, as follows: 1 mark for an introduction (which places the

question in its historical context or outlines relevant factors). 1 mark for the answer being presented in

a structured way (with knowledge being organised in support of different factors). 1 mark for a

conclusion with a valid judgement (or overall summary). 1 mark for a reason in support of the

judgement (a summary cannot be supported).


