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Effects of international terrorism on individuals 
 

  

 

According to pulse.ng, an estimated 90.8 million Nigerians were classed as 

living in extreme poverty at the end of 2018. 

It was first revealed in June 2018 that Nigeria had overtaken India as the 

nation with the highest number of people living in extreme poverty across 

the world, with an estimated 86.9 million people measured to be living on 

less than $1.90 (N684) a day. 

According to available data courtesy of the World Poverty Clock, a web 

tool produced by World Data Lab, that number has increased by nearly four 

million more Nigerians in just six months. 

Lesson objectives: 
 
 To understand the effects of terrorism on individuals in relation to 

poverty and homelessness. 
 

 
 

https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/nigeria-ends-2018-with-908-million-people-living-in-extreme-poverty/nljxqtj
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This is despite the fact that 

the estimated 643.5 

million people living in 

extreme poverty all over 

the world has dropped to 

592.7 million in the same 

period.With a name 

translating roughly to 

‘western education is 

forbidden’, terrorist group, Boko Haram (which, in March 2015 pledged 

allegiance to ISIL) seeks the expulsion of all western influence in Nigeria and the 

enactment of Sharia law for its 175 million citizens, half of whom are not Muslim.  

Although initially nonviolent in their tactics, a change in the group’s leadership in 

2002 led to terroristic methods that would recur throughout the decade. Its 

current incarnation – by far its most brutal – began when the rogue imam 

Abubakar Shekau assumed leadership in 2010. They have since raped, 

kidnapped, and slaughtered their way through their homeland: barbaric killers 

lacking in discipline but flush with weaponry.  

The emergence of Boko Haram has resulted in a population living in fear of 

kidnap, hostage taking, bombings and other acts of violence. Even the United 

Nations Building in Abuja was not spared in the bombing spree. Some Nigerians 

do not feel safe in their villages and believe that the Nigerian government is not 

protecting them adequately.  
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Many in the south of the country feel that the threat of Boko Haram, whilst unfortunate, is confined to the north. 
The economic divide between the two regions, if superficial before, is now very much entrenched. 

The magnitude of the danger which youth unemployment poses to the society is better 

understood when we consider that over 64 million youths are unemployed and 1.6 million 

are under-employed. Unemployment causes frustration, dejection, desperation and 

dependency on family members and friends who also have their own problems to contend 

with. This precarious situation has left youths in a vicious cycle of poverty that daily erodes 

their confidence and bright future. In addition the frustration and desperation that torments 

the unemployed creates a fertile ground for crime to thrive.  

Large-scale attacks by Boko Haram, including the abduction of over 200 schoolgirls in 2014, 

has taken its toll on local businesses in the poverty-stricken northern states, where the 

terrorist group has gained most ground. 

Currently, the three northern states of Adamawa, Borno and Yobe are under a state of 

emergency due to the increasing violence. 

The local chamber of commerce estimates that business activity in Kano has dropped by 

80% over the past three years. Sa'id Dattijo Adhama, the owner of a textile business in the 
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city of Kano, says: "Lots of projects are being cancelled in the region because people are 

scared. 

"They are scared that factories can become targets; commuters to work can also become 

targets; and this is impacting everyone here. Lots of women here normally work part-time 

or sometimes full-time. They cannot anymore. It is too dangerous for them - even the 

employers do not want to hire them. 

"So, families are suffering - they might have had two incomes before, now they only have 

one." 

 

TASK: 

In your own words, explain how terrorism in Nigeria may have contributed to rising levels of 

poverty in the region. 
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Homelessness and Disease 

The Boko Haram insurgency has displaced nearly 2.4 million people in the Lake 

Chad Basin. 

Although the Nigerian military has regained control in parts of the country’s north-

east, civilians in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger continue to be affected by 

grave violations of human rights, widespread sexual and gender-based violence, 

forced recruitment and suicide bombings. 

 

Source: Operational Portal Refugee Siutaitons 

In 2019, the Nigerian refugee crisis will be going into its sixth year. Since violent 

attacks of the Islamist group Boko Haram started to spill over Nigeria’s north-

eastern frontier in 2014, Cameroon, Chad and Niger have been drawn into what 

has become a devastating regional conflict. 

To date, the Lake Chad Basin region is grappling with a complex humanitarian 

emergency. According to the UNHCR, over 3.3 million people have been 

displaced, including over 2.5 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in north-

eastern Nigeria, over 550,000 IDPs in Cameroon, Chad and Niger and 240,000 

refugees in the four countries. 

The crisis has been exacerbated by conflict-induced food insecurity and severe 

malnutrition, which have risen to critical levels in all four countries. Despite the 

efforts of Governments and humanitarian aid in 2019, some 3.5 million people 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/nigeriasituation#_ga=2.39206308.629016324.1580396888-2146359867.1580396888
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remain food insecure in the Lake Chad Basin region and will depend on 

assistance. 

The challenges of protecting the displaced are compounded by the 

deteriorating security situation as well as socio-economic fragility, with 

communities in the Sahel region facing chronic poverty, a harsh climatic 

conditions, recurrent epidemics, poor infrastructure and limited access to basic 

services. 

The Nigerian military, together with the Multinational Joint Task Force, have driven 

extremists from many of the areas they once controlled, but these gains have 

been overshadowed by an increase of Boko Haram attacks in neighbouring 

countries. Despite the return of Nigerian IDPs and refugees to accessible areas, 

the crisis remains acute. 

The UN Refugee Agency and its partners reported in January 2019 that it was 

struggling to help an estimated 100,000 people driven from their homes in recent 

weeks in south-east Niger's Diffa region in attacks launched by Nigeria's Boko 

Haram insurgency group. 

UNHCR's team in Niger reports that the situation is very serious with acute 

shortages of shelter and basic aid items for the displaced, including local 

villagers, internally displaced people from Niger and people who have been 

displaced several times. 

Also impacted are Nigerian refugees who were staying with host families or in sites 

for the displaced in a 10 to 30-kilometre belt of land between the River 

Komadougou and Niger's Route National No.1. Some 170 villages have been left 

empty in the Diffa region. 

"UNHCR is redirecting available resources to meet the urgent need for shelter and 

other assistance and call on donors for extra support to help this vulnerable 

population in Diffa," UNHCR spokesperson Adrian Edwards told reporters at a 

news briefing in Geneva on Tuesday (January 19). 

 

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/thousands-newly-displaced-boko-haram-niger
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Edwards stressed that officials expect more to flee the volatile border area when 

the dry season returns in a matter of weeks and Nigerian military operations 

resume in the area. 

The newly displaced have sought shelter alongside Niger's National Route No. 1, 

which links the capital Niamey to the east of the country. The Niger army has not 

been able to ensure protection for villages and displacement sites because they 

are spread over a wide area and attacks usually come at night. 

Many of the newly displaced have sought shelter at Koublé, which is located 

some 910 kilometres east of Niamey on National Route No. 1 and normally has a 

population of just 300. A UNHCR team visited last week and found a mixed 

population of Nigerian refugees, local villagers and internally displaced people. 

The local government had recently conducted a provisional registration at 

Koublé and put the number of displaced who have arrived there since 

November 2015 at more than 10,000 people from 20 villages, including Nigerian 

refugees who have fled their homes since 2013. 

In Koublé, like elsewhere on a 100-kilometre stretch of Route No. 1, people are 

living in makeshift shelters alongside the highway. Newly arrived families have few 

sanitation facilities and have to walk far to fetch water from distribution points. 

Humanitarian aid partner, Médecins Sans Frontières, is providing health care and 

sanitation but needs more support. And many children are unable to attend 

school. While the World Food Programme is currently meeting food demand in 

the Diffa region, there is urgent need for other assistance, particularly adequate 

shelter. 

"Help is needed urgently and UNHCR has offered to conduct a more 

comprehensive registration that will make it easier to determine needs, especially 

as many refugees and locals have been displaced several times in recent months 

and may have been counted twice or not at all," Edwards said. 
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Providing assistance and shelter is all the more difficult because people are living 

in spontaneous sites rather than in a camp environment, where security is tighter 

and access to water, health care and sanitation facilities easier. At present, 

UNHCR and its partners are facing difficulties coping with the needs. 

The conflict in north-east Nigeria has forced more than 220,000 people to find 

refuge in neighbouring countries since 2013, including 138,300 in Niger (Nigerian 

and Niger nationals). Over 2.2 million people are also internally displaced, mainly 

in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states. In Niger, insurgent incursions had displaced 

an estimated 50,000 people within the country, but this figure is now likely to 

change. 

UNHCR's Niger operation is 49% funded with US$24.9 million received against 

overall requirements of US$51 million. 

TASKS: 

1. Consider the information above. Explain in your own words the impact Boko Haram has 

had on individuals in north-eastern Nigeria and beyond.  

2. Outline the difficulties faced by aid groups such as the UNHCR, the UN and Médecins 

Sans Frontières when trying to tackle the effects of Boko Haram. 

3. Think about the short and long-term consequences of homelessness for the people 

fleeing Boko Haram. Make a prediction about the impact it might have on children’s 

futures, families remaining together, mental and physical well-being, etc.  

4. How reliable are the UNHCR and the UN as sources of information? Explain your answer. 
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5. What conclusions can you draw from the graph below about the deaths caused by 

terrorism in Nigeria? Try to compare it to other parts of the world:

 
6. Look at the diagram below. What conclusions can you draw about the use of female 

suicide bombers? 

 


